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TITLE 310.  OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
CHAPTER 526.  DENTAL SERVICES 

RULEMAKING ACTION: 
PERMANENT final adoption 

RULES: 
Subchapter 1. General Provisions 
310:526-3-4 
 [AMENDED] 

AUTHORITY: 
Commissioner of the Oklahoma State Department of Health; 63 O.S. § 1-104, § 1-105, and § 

1-2710 et seq.   
SUBMISSION OF PROPOSED RULES TO GOVERNOR AND CABINET SECRETARY: 

September 12, 2023 
COMMENT PERIOD: 

October 16 through November 17, 2023 
PUBLIC HEARING: 

November 17, 2023 
ADOPTION: 

December 13, 2023 
SUBMISSION OF ADOPTED RULES TO GOVERNOR AND LEGISLATURE: 

December 13, 2023 
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR'S DECLARATION: 

Approved by Governor's declaration on June 21, 2024         
FINAL ADOPTION: 

June 21, 2024   
EFFECTIVE:  

August 11, 2024 
SUPERSEDED EMERGENCY ACTIONS: 

n/a 
INCORPORATIONS BY REFERENCE: 

n/a 
GIST/ANALYSIS: 

This proposal updates changes to reflect current Medicaid eligibility as it relates to the Oklahoma 
Dental Loan Repayment Program by elimination of the age limitation used in the calculation criteria to 
determine what constitutes a Dental Health Professional Area and by adding the acceptance of dental loan 
repayment applications in person or online.   
CONTACT PERSON: 

Audrey C. Talley, Agency Rule Liaison, Oklahoma State Department of Health, 123 Robert S. Kerr 
Avenue, Oklahoma City, OK 73102, 405-426-8563.  AudreyT@health.ok.gov. 

 
 

PURSUANT TO THE ACTIONS DESCRIBED HEREIN, THE FOLLOWING RULES ARE 
CONSIDERED FINALLY ADOPTED AS SET FORTH IN 75 O.S., SECTIONS 250.3 (5) AND 
308 (E), WITH AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF AUGUST 11, 2024: 
 

SUBCHAPTER 3.  OKLAHOMA DENTAL LOAN REPAYMENT 
 
310:526-3-4. Procedures for administering the Program 
     The Program shall develop dental loan repayment procedures as may be necessary to carry out the 
administration of the Program. The Program shall delineate the following procedures: 
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(1)    Dental Health Professional Shortage Areas (DHPSA). Dental health professional shortage 
areas for Oklahoma shall be established by the Commissioner using the following criteria. 

(A)    The percentage of Medicaid enrollees receiving dental services each year. 
(B)    The ratio of the number of Medicaid enrollees under the age of 21 per Medicaid dental 
provider. 
(C)    The ratio of the number of Oklahoma residents in the general population under age 21 per 
Oklahoma licensed general practice or pediatric dentist. 

(2)    Applications. All interested new dental school graduates shall file an application with the 
Department. This application can be submitted at any time during the year. Applications are available 
in the Dental Service office of the Oklahoma State Department of Health, in person or online. 
(3)    Approval by the Department. Applications are reviewed by the Advisory Committee. 
Following this review, the Advisory Committee forwards their recommendations to the Department. 
Applications are approved or declined as determined by the Department. 
(4)    Renewal of loan repayment contracts. The original loan repayment contract may be renewed 
for up to a total participation in the Program of five (5) years, contingent upon funding from the 
Legislature and continued approval of the Department based upon the dentist's performance and 
recommendations of the Advisory Committee if requested. 
(5)    Advisory Committee. The Department will appoint and convene an Advisory Committee to 
assist in the dental loan repayment process. The Advisory Committee includes five (5) members with 
representation from the Oklahoma Dental Association, the University of Oklahoma College of 
Dentistry, the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, the Oklahoma Board of Dentistry, and the Oklahoma 
oral health coalition Oral Health Coalition. The Advisory Committee is responsible for reviewing the 
eligible applicants, as determined by the Department, and making recommendations to the 
Department. The Department makes the final selection of Program participants. 


