B FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN

STV IMe]g=le[] Saves Lives

Children love to explore! Q

It’s our responsibility to make sure that even the most curious young people in our lives stay +

safe, especially when it comes to firearms. The most effective way to keep children safe when

there are guns in the home is to securely store them out of the child’s access and sight. 1 o ‘
From 2018-2022, unintentional firearm injuries caused 104 inpatient HOSPITALIZATIONS
hospitalizations' and 11 deaths of children aged 0-172in Oklahoma. _-_

Fifty-five percent (55%) of unintentional firearm deaths of Oklahoma children from
0/ that time were caused by an unsecured firearm that the adult was not aware that the child had
o access to and/or knowledge of .2

Secure storage can help keep children safe.

Secure storage of firearms, also known as “safe storage,” is when firearms are locked and stored safely out of the access
of children and teens. There are a variety of options available to help keep your firearms secure including gun locks, lock
boxes, and gun safes. If you are unsure of what option might be best for you, speak with your local firearm dealer or law
enforcement agency.

Cost shouldn't be a barrier to keeping your family safe!

Get a FREE cable lock to secure your unloaded firearm from the OSDH Injury Prevention Service.
Email injury@health.ok.gov for information.

Recommendations for secure storage

0 A GOOD PLACE Q BETTER Q BEST
TO START

Inlocked gun safe or case. Unloaded in locked gun safe or Unloaded in locked gun safe or
case with ammunition stored in case with ammunition storedina
same location — you can use your separate and locked location.
cable lock on your unloaded gun
for added security.

Consider off-site storage
(e.g., at agunrange, commercial storage facility, with law enforcement, or with a trustworthy friend) when you:

- will be traveling
- are concerned about the health and safety of someone in the home
- will have visitors and don’t have an on-site storage option




‘| don't have guns,

While you may not keep firearms in your home, more than half of Oklahoma adults do.?
It’s important to have conversations with friends, family members, and caregivers whose home your child might spend time in with or
without you, and those who might visit your home while carrying a firearm. If you’re feeling unsure about how to handle the topic, you

can use the conversations below as a guide or to practice with:

Hey! We’re excited for the kids’ playdate this weekend!
Since so many Oklahomans have firearms in their homes,
our doctor recommended we ask if there are any firearms
in the home and how they’re stored before our children
visit. Do y’all have any guns in your home?

I've actually never thought to ask that question before.

{We do have a gun that we keep in a secured lock box.

Thanks for sharing that and keeping it locked! We've
talked to our kids about staying away from guns, but
they love to explore, so I'd rather be safe than sorry.

Agreed! See you Saturday!

so my Kids are safe, right? i

Hey Dad, | know you have a new hunting rifle and
wanted to make sure that you have a way to keep it
locked up when we come to visit next week.

Unfortunately, the new gun safe we ordered won’t
be here until the end of the month. We want to see
you, though — will you still come?

| want to see you too, but | don’t feel comfortable
with it unsecured because the kiddo is getting into
everything these days. Could you store it at the
gun range while we’re visiting? Otherwise, you're
welcome to come to our house instead.

CThe range is a great idea - I’ll check with them.

Hey, | really appreciate your offer to babysit during my\
extra shift tomorrow and this feels a little awkward to
ask, but a program we're in suggested asking about
guns in the home before we take the kiddo to a new
place. Does anyone in your home have a gun? And

if they do, how is it stored? Thanks!

Hi, don’t feel awkward! | know my little cousin
is always getting into things when she visits my
grandparents. My roommate has one that | think is
in the closet in their room, but I’'m not 100% sure.
Their bedroom door is usually locked though.

The kids know to not play with guns, but since we

rl-li— | know that my kid invited yours to their h
birthday party next weekend. Just wanted to make

sure you know that our family does have firearms,
but since there will be so many people in and out
during the party, we’ll be storing all of them
outside of our home for the afternoon and are
asking the adults who stay not to bring their
firearms with them.

don’t know if your roommate’s is secured, would
you be willing to come over here and watch
them instead of them going over to your place?
Bonus: we’re baking cupcakes tonight and will
have lots left over!

C Sounds great! I'll be there tomorrow!

.

We don’t have any guns, so | won’t have any
with me. Also, I really appreciate you being
so up front with all this info. I've always been
worried about offending people if | asked
about their guns, so I've actually never done it.

You deserve to know about the environment that you
and your children are in! Let me know if you ever have
questions or want to see how we store them when
we have them in the home. | want to make sure that
you feel comfortable with your kids coming over.

J
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