
People Living with Diagnosed HIV (PLWH) in Oklahoma

By Mode of Transmission By Geography

Overview

HIV in Oklahoma
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In 2023, 8,056 people were living with HIV in Oklahoma, of which 44% were 
diagnosed with AIDS

By Race/Ethnicity

NH Black persons had the highest rate of PLWH among 
males and females

By Age at Diagnosis

Persons aged 55-64 years had the highest number of 
all PLWH and the highest number of people living with 
AIDS 

Over half of PLWH had an attributed risk factor of 
Male-to-Male Sexual Contact (MSM) 

In 2023, most PLWH resided in four counties in 
Oklahoma 

• 25% in Tulsa
• 3% in Comanche

• 38% in Oklahoma 
• 4% in Cleveland

By Sex

82% of people living with 
HIV/AIDS were assigned 

male sex at birth
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Newly Diagnosed HIV in Oklahoma

By Race/Ethnicity

In 2023, there were 384 people with newly diagnosed 
HIV in Oklahoma, 28% were diagnosed with AIDS

Overview

By Sex 

Nearly one quarter of new HIV diagnoses in 2023 were 
among NH Black persons while only 8% of the state 
population identified as NH Black

State Population New HIV Diagnoses
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The rate of new HIV diagnoses in Oklahoma decreased for both males and 
females in 2023

HIV in Oklahoma

The rate of newly diagnosed HIV has remained steady 
in Oklahoma since 2021
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NH Black persons had the highest rate among males 
and females

82% of newly diagnosed 
HIV were assigned male 

sex at birth
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Newly Diagnosed HIV in Oklahoma (cont.)

By Mode of Transmission

Half of people newly diagnosed with HIV had an 
attributed risk factor of Male-to-Male Sexual Contact 
(MSM)

By Geography

Four counties accounted for nearly 70% of newly 
diagnosed cases in 2023

• 7% in Cleveland
• 5% in Comanche

• 34% in Oklahoma 
• 23% in Tulsa

HIV in Oklahoma
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Late Testers

Late testers are those receiving an AIDS 
diagnosis within 3 months of initial HIV 
diagnosis

28% of people with newly diagnosed HIV 
in 2023 were classified as late testers 

Why It’s Important:
Earlier diagnosis can result in better 
health outcomes and prevent further 
spread of HIV

By Age at Diagnosis

Persons aged 25-34 years had the highest number of 
all newly diagnosed HIV in 2023

By Age at Diagnosis and Sex
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The percentage of males newly diagnosed with HIV in 
2023 is lower in the 35-44 and 45-54 age groups
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HIV Mortality in Oklahoma 

By Race/Ethnicity
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The rate of death (any cause) among persons aged ≥ 

13 years with diagnosed HIV has consistently been 

lower in Oklahoma compared to the U.S.1

Overview By Sex 

The rate of death (any cause) among persons aged ≥ 
13 years has consistently been lower in Oklahoma 
compared to the U.S. among males and females 1

The rate of death (any cause) 
among persons aged ≥ 13 years is 
higher among NH Black persons 
compared to NH White 1

The rate of death (any cause) 
among NH Black has been 
increasing since 2019, with an 
observed decrease in 2022 that 
continued in 2023 1
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2020 data should be interpreted with caution due to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Mortality data for race/ethnicities other than NH Black/AA and NH White are excluded due to small numbers 
producing unstable rates.

* Suppressed, <5 counts
**Rates for case counts <12 are considered unstable and should be interpreted with caution
† Heterosexual contact with a person known to have HIV, or known to be at high risk for HIV

AA = African American
AI/AN = American Indian/Alaska Native
API = Asian/Pacific Islander
NH = Non-Hispanic  
IDU = Injection Drug Use
MSM = Male to Male Sexual Contact
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HIV in Oklahoma

1. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) NCHHSTP AtlasPlus. 
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