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STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 1 

OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 2 

1000 N.E. 10
th

 3 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 4 

 5 

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 11:00 a.m. 6 

 7 

Dr. Ronald Woodson, President of the Oklahoma State Board of Health, called the 395
th
 regular meeting of the 8 

Oklahoma State Board of Health to order on Tuesday, January 13, 2015 at 11:08 a.m.  The final agenda was posted 9 

at 11:00 a.m. on the OSDH website on January 12, 2015, and at 11:00 a.m. at the building entrance on January 12, 10 

2015.
 

11 

 12 

ROLL CALL 13 

Members in Attendance: Ronald Woodson, M.D., President; Cris Hart-Wolfe, Secretary-Treasurer; Jenny 14 

Alexopulos, D.O.; R. Murali Krishna, M.D.; Charles W. Grim, D.D.S.; Timothy E. Starkey, M.B.A.; Robert S. 15 

Stewart, M.D. 16 

Absent: Martha Burger, M.B.A., Vice-President; Terry Gerard, D.O. 17 

 18 

Central Staff Present: Terry Cline, Commissioner; Julie Cox-Kain, Chief Operating Officer; Henry F. Hartsell, 19 

Deputy Commissioner, Protective Health Services; Steve Ronck, Deputy Commissioner, Community and Family 20 

Health Services; Toni Frioux, Deputy Commissioner, Prevention and Preparedness Services; Mark Newman, 21 

Director of Office of State and Federal Policy; Don Maisch, Office of General Counsel; Jay Holland, Director of 22 

Internal Audit and Office of Accountability Systems; Tony Sellars, Director of Office of Communications; 23 

Officer; VaLauna Grissom, Secretary to the State Board of Health; Janice Hiner, Sr. Advisor to the Commissioner 24 

of Health; Felesha Scanlan, Commissioner’s Office. 25 

 26 

Visitors in attendance:  (see sign in sheet) 27 

 28 

Call to Order and Opening Remarks 29 

Dr. Woodson called the meeting to order.  He welcomed special guests in attendance.   30 

    31 

REVIEW OF MINUTES 32 

Dr. Woodson directed attention to review of the minutes of the December 9, 2014, Regular Board meeting. 33 

 34 

 Dr. Alexopulos moved Board approval of the minutes of the December 9, 2014, regular Board meeting, as 35 

presented. Second Ms. Wolfe.  Motion carried. 36 

          37 

 AYE: Alexopulos, Grim, Krishna, Stewart, Wolfe, Woodson 38 

 ABSTAIN: Starkey 39 

 ABSENT: Burger, Gerard 40 

 41 

APPOINTMENTS 42 

Trauma and Emergency Response Advisory Council Appointments (Presented by Henry F. Hartsell, Jr.) 43 

Appointment: Susan M. Watkins 44 

Authority: 63 O.S., § 1-103a.1. 45 

Members: The Advisory Council shall consist of seven (7) members.  Membership is defined in statute.  One 46 

critical care nurse shall be appointed by the State Board of Health. 47 

 48 

Dr. Grim moved Board approval of the recommended appointment, as presented. Second Dr. Stewart.  49 

Motion carried. 50 

 51 

 AYE: Alexopulos, Grim, Krishna, Starkey, Stewart, Wolfe, Woodson 52 

 ABSENT: Burger, Gerard 53 

 54 

 55 
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OKLAHOMA HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION PRESENTATION: Craig W. Jones, FACHE, President, 1 

Oklahoma Hospital Association 2 

 3 

 4 
 5 

 6 
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 11 
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 4 

The presentation concluded.  Dr. Woodson thanked Mr. Jones for taking the time to present to the State Board of 5 

Health.   6 

 7 

Mr. Starkey directed attention toward elements of the proposal seeking to address insurance coverage for 8 

Oklahomans.  He asked the Board to consider endorsing the plan as presented.  Following Board member 9 

discussion requesting additional time to review the presentation, and after consultation with Dr. Cline regarding 10 

the necessity for the agenda to reflect actionable items, the Board agreed to table the request for further 11 

consideration at a future board meeting. 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

STRATEGIC MAP UPDATE PRESENTATION:  Mark Newman, Ph.D., Director, Office of State and 16 
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Federal Policy 1 

 2 

 3 
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One pager informational handouts also provided to the Board regarding Department programs. 3 

 4 

At Dr. Krishna, request, Dr. Mark Newman agreed to provide assistance to Board members as they prepare to 5 

meet with legislators as well as facilitate meetings with legislators at their request.  Dr. Stewart thanked Dr. 6 

Newman for challenging the Board members in their advocacy efforts.     7 

 8 

The presentation concluded.  9 

 10 

CONSIDERATION OF STANDING COMMITTEES’ REPORTS AND ACTION 11 

Executive Committee  12 

Dr. Woodson invited the Board to attend the upcoming Certified Healthy Awards Ceremony on February 4, 13 

2015 in Norman at the Embassy Suites.   14 

 15 

Finance Committee  16 

Ms. Wolfe directed attention to the Financial Brief provided to each Board member and presented the 17 

following SFY 2015 Finance Report and Board Brief as of December 29, 2014: 18 

 Approximately $427 million budgeted for state fiscal year 2015 19 

 Forecasted expenditure rate of 97.08% through June 30, 2015 20 

 “Green Light” overall for Department, with three divisions in “Yellow Light” status:  21 

o Public Health Infrastructure is in “Yellow Light” status due to recent vacancies/retirements. 22 

o Information Technology is in “Yellow Light” status due to final IT contract amount being less than 23 

anticipated.   24 

o Health Improvement Services is in “Yellow Light” status due to program growth and vacancies 25 

including recent notification of $2 million State Innovation Model (SIM) grant award.  26 

 27 

The Financial Brief focused on the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) Audit. 28 

 29 

Accountability, Ethics, & Audit Committee  30 

The Accountability, Ethics, & Audit Committee met with Jay Holland. Dr. Alexopulos indicated there were 31 
no known significant audit issues to report at this time.   32 
 33 

Public Health Policy Committee  34 

The Policy Committee met on Tuesday, January 13, 2015.  Mr. Starkey stated the Policy Committee 35 

discussed legislative agenda items, budget request items and the agency’s future budget hearings with the 36 

House and Senate Appropriation Subcommittees.   37 

 38 

The Committee discussed the advocacy components of the presentation on the strategic map by Mark 39 

Newman.  Mark Newman will be providing talking points on all legislative and budget issues throughout the 40 

session to assist Board Members in speaking to legislators, community leaders, professional organizations, 41 

and the media.  Members will receive legislative update reports following the January Board Meeting.  42 
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Board members are encouraged to contact Mark Newman for any questions or concerns regarding the 1 

legislative session. 2 

 3 

Mr. Starkey also expressed his concern for the state budget, particularly the February forecast.  With recent 4 

news of a Tulsa safety net organization unable to accept new patients, shortfalls are even more concerning 5 

and present compelling reasons to fully utilize federal dollars. 6 

 7 

The next meeting of the Policy Committee will be prior to the February Board Meeting. 8 

 9 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 10 

No report.  11 

 12 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 13 

Dr. Cline thanked Dr. Henry Hartsell and his staff for their planning efforts in kicking of the Governor’s 14 

Healthy Aging Summit held December 15
th
 at the Reed Center in Midwest City.  The initiative seeks to 15 

improve the health of older adults over the next four years.   16 

 17 

Dr. Cline also highlighted the first session for the newly established Tribal Public Health Advisory 18 

Committee (TPHAC) represented by Oklahoma Indian Tribal Nations and tribal serving entities.  The 19 

TPHAC’s primary purpose is to strengthening collaboration with tribal nations and key stakeholders related 20 

to public health responsibilities.  Dr. Cline noted that the sessions will be conducted on a regular basis and 21 

those dates will be published soon.  22 

 23 

 Next, Dr. Cline commented on the ASTHO Million Hearts Collaborative.  This is a partnership with the 24 

Centers for Disease Control and ASTHO seeking to address heart disease and stroke as the leading causes of 25 

death in the U.S.  ASTHO Million Hearts has funded a public-private pilot project in southeast Oklahoma.  26 

The Oklahoma Heartland Project seeks to address and reduce heart attacks and strokes within a five county 27 

area. 28 

 29 

Lastly, Dr. Cline highlighted a recent visit from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF).  He thanked 30 

Gary Cox of the Oklahoma City County Health Department for organizing a portion of the visit.  He also 31 

thanked Dr. Krishna for his hosting a dinner meeting during the visit as well.  The RWJF awards many 32 

millions of dollars annually to improve health and healthcare.    33 

 34 

The report concluded.  35 

 36 

NEW BUSINESS  37 

No new business.  38 

 39 

PROPOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION  40 

Dr. Krishna moved Board approval to go in to Executive Session at 12:30 PM pursuant to 25 O.S. 41 

Section 307(B)(4) for confidential communications to discuss pending department litigation, investigation, 42 

claim, or action; pursuant to 25 O.S. Section 307(B)(1) to discuss the employment, hiring, appointment, 43 

promotion, demotion, disciplining or resignation of any individual salaried public officer or employee and 44 

pursuant to 25 O.S. Section 307 (B)(7) for discussing any matter where disclosure of information would 45 

violate confidentiality requirements of state or federal law. 46 

 Annual performance evaluation for the Commissioner of Health  47 

Second Dr. Alexopulos. Motion carried. 48 

 49 

 AYE: Alexopulos, Grim, Krishna, Starkey, Stewart, Wolfe, Woodson 50 

 ABSENT: Burger, Gerard 51 

 52 

Dr. Alexopulos moved Board approval to move out of Executive Session.  Second Ms. Wolfe.   Motion 53 

carried. 54 

  55 
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 AYE: Alexopulos, Grim, Krishna, Starkey, Stewart, Wolfe, Woodson 1 

 ABSENT: Burger, Gerard 2 

 3 

ADJOURNMENT 4 

Mr. Grim moved Board approval to Adjourn. Second Alexopulos.  Motion carried. 5 

  6 

 AYE: Alexopulos, Grim, Krishna, Starkey, Stewart, Wolfe, Woodson 7 

 ABSENT: Burger, Gerard 8 

 9 

The meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 10 

 11 

 12 

Approved 13 

 14 

 15 

____________________ 16 

Ronald W. Woodson, M.D.  17 

President, Oklahoma State Board of Health 18 

February 10, 2015  19 


