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Morning

Lunch

Afternoon

Intro
Regulatory Overview
ORBCA Overview

11:30 am - 1:00 pm

OCC Brownfields
IF Administrator
PST Corrective Action Portal
PST Finder App
Updates



Technical Department

• Technical Manager 
• Eric Houston

• Environmental Analysts 
• Patrick Stewart  
• Stacey Fowler
• Quinn Lumen      
• Mario Job
• Amanda Hills
• Kevin Morgan



To report a release within 24-hours of discovery, 
please email: 

PSTReleaseReporting@occ.ok.gov

To notify the PSTD of a release requiring an 
emergency response, please call the PSTD 
Emergency Number at 405-823-0994, or
405-521-4683 during normal business hours.
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Regulatory 
Overview
Break Hearts not PST Regulations



PSTD Regulations & 
Rules
• Oklahoma Statutes Title 17, Sections 301 thru 348 -

Oklahoma Petroleum Storage Tank Consolidation Act
• Oklahoma Statutes Title 27A
• Oklahoma Administration Code 165

• Chapter 15 – Fuel Inspection Rules
• Chapter 16 – Antifreeze Rules
• Chapter 25 – Underground Storage Tank Rules
• Chapter 26 – Aboveground Storage Tank Rules
• Chapter 27 – Indemnity Fund Rules
• Chapter 29 – Corrective Action Rules
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Oklahoma Statutes Title 17 -
The Oklahoma Petroleum 

Storage Tank Consolidation Act

A Few of the Highlights 
Related to Corrective 

Actions



The Oklahoma Petroleum Storage Tank Consolidation Act

Establishes that the Corporation Commission has jurisdiction over underground and aboveground storage tanks 
that contain antifreeze, motor oil, motor fuel, gasoline, kerosene, diesel, or aviation fuel  AND the ODEQ has the 
jurisdiction to regulate the off-site disposal of contaminated soil, media, or debris 

The Department of Environmental Quality also has jurisdiction over underground and aboveground storage 
tanks containing hazardous substances and other substances or facilities not within the jurisdiction of the 
Corporation Commission.

Establishes the powers and duties of the PSTD, rules governing storage tank systems, authorizes fees and 
permits, inspections, and the ability to conduct corrective actions when a release occurs.

Of note, in the corrective action section is, “The owner or operator of a storage tank system 
shall immediately take all reasonable corrective actions necessary to prevent a release or a 
threatened release of regulated substances from a storage tank system…”



Disposal
A permitted 
ODEQ facility 

NOT an O&G 
disposal facility
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The Oklahoma Petroleum Storage Tank Consolidation Act

Authorizes PSTD to administer the Indemnity Fund. The Indemnity Fund is funded by an assessment on the sale 
of motor fuel at the distributor level. And the statute establishes what the Indemnity Fund can and can’t be used 
for. 

It establishes a $2,500,000 limit of reimbursement per release, with the eligible person having a 1% copay up to 
$5000. Impacted parties are not responsible for the copay.

Stacey Fowler
Rectangle



CHAPTER 27
The Indemnity Fund



General Eligibility Requirements

Must be an eligible storage tank owner or operator, property owner, adjacent property 
owner, or impacted party who has met applicable criteria for Fund reimbursement

The claimant must have incurred eligible expenses for an eligible release from an 
eligible tank for which reimbursement is requested

The claimant must submit properly completed forms, purchase orders, reports, and 
claims

The release of substances must be from an eligible tank system



Eligible Person

An owner or operator of a storage tank system who fulfills the requirements of 
17 O.S. § 327.3 and OAC 165:25 or OAC 165:26.

An owner whose property has been impacted by a release from an on-site or 
off-site petroleum storage tank system that was never owned or operated by 
the property owner and has no responsibility for the release.

Adjacent property owner or impacted party.



Reimbursable 
Expenses

• Reasonable, integral, and necessary costs 
directly related to the corrective actions.

• Third-party property damage costs and 
medical injury costs that have been paid by 
the eligible person as set forth in 17 O.S. §
327.3(H).

• Reasonable, integral and necessary costs 
for any county, municipality or state agency 
imposed permit fees, disposal fees or other 
such fees that may be needed to further 
corrective actions.
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Reimbursement

• Once eligible, the fund can reimburse 
allowable costs up to $2.5M per release, with 
the responsible party subject to a 1% co-pay 
up to $5,000. The first $1,000 co-pay is 
invoiced once the case is eligible; additional 
$1,000 co-pays are sent after each $100,000 
in corrective action costs are expended, up to 
a total of $5,000 co-pay.

• All purchase orders, reports, and other 
required paperwork must be submitted within 
the required timeframe
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Exclusions
from Reimbursement

• Tank systems owned or operated by the federal government are not eligible for reimbursement.

• Tank systems owned or operated by a Class I Railroad are not eligible for reimbursement.

• Any person who has received, or is eligible, for reimbursement from any other state or federal agency, insurance 
company, or third-party payor for the corrective action taken, or to any person for the same cost.

• No reimbursement shall be made for loss of time.

• No reimbursement shall be made for loss of business and taking of property associated with the corrective action.

• No reimbursement shall be made for punitive damages from civil actions resulting from the eligible release.

• No reimbursement shall be made for attorney's or legal fees incurred by or rendered against an eligible person for any 
reason associated with the release case.

• No reimbursement shall be made for associated but non-integral costs of the corrective action, such as, but not limited 
to, costs of renovating, removing, or disposing of tanks and other such related items.

• No reimbursement shall be made for releases from storage tank systems on Individual Allottee Indian Trust lands or 
Tribal Trust lands.
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Workplans

• PSTD has a pre-approval process. 

• Workplans are used to approve scopes of work prior to the case being IF eligible, OR for 
cases that are deemed ineligible.

• A Workplan agrees with the scope of the work and that the costs appear to be reasonable, 
but cost reimbursement cannot be considered until the Workplan is upgraded and an 
approved purchase order is issued.
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Purchase Orders (POs)

For approved purchase orders, allowable costs are reimbursed after the 
required documents (e.g., reports, change orders, etc.) have been submitted 
and approved.

Purchase orders will not be issued for work that has been completed without 
pre-approval.

All purchase order requests must be submitted online within the required 
timeframe by the Licensed Environmental Consultant. 
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Sent via GovDelivery on May 15, 2025
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Purchase orders that have NOT been 
completed and submitted for payment 
within 120 days after the scope of 
work completion date are NULL and 
VOID.
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POs Continued 

• Request is received by PSTD Technical Staff 

• Request is processed & approved by Technical

• PSTD Accounting reviews & approves the request

• Indemnity Fund Administrator approves the request once requirements are met

• After PSTD receives the monthly assessment from the Tax Commission, the PO request is funded by the 
Indemnity Fund Administrator 

Accounting Department issues the approved purchase order
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Internal Process for PO Request Approval Once 
Submitted by the Environmental Consultant



Chapter 29
Corrective Action 
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Release reporting
Possible conditions to activate a release case
Assessing backfill
Licensing



Release 
Reporting

• Email at PSTReleaseReporting@occ.ok.gov

• Telephone at (405) 521-4683 or 1-888-621-5878

• If after hours, on weekends, or holidays, call the PSTD emergency phone 
number at (405) 823-0994. PERFERABLY IF A TRUE EMERGENCY 
ONLY!

Contractors Day | 11/21/25 

Report discovered releases by:



Release 
Reporting
Requirements

• All petroleum storage tank system owners, operators, their agents and 
employees, or transporters must report to PSTD within twenty-four (24) 
hours of discovering any substances, conditions, or monitoring results that 
indicate a release may have occurred.

• The discovery of released regulated substances at the petroleum storage 
tank system facility or in the surrounding area including, but not limited to, 
the presence of free product or vapors in soils, basements, crawlspaces, 
sewer and utility lines, and nearby surface water whether on-site or off-site.

• Any unusual operating conditions observed by the owner or operator, like the 
unexplained erratic behavior of product dispensing equipment, the sudden 
loss of product from the petroleum storage tank system, an unexplained 
presence of water in the tank, etc.

• Two (2) consecutive 30-day periods of inventory control
• Any UST system inconclusive or failure from a third-party-certified 

Statistical Inventory Reconciliation (SIR) analysis
• An unusual level of vapors, some examples:

• A vapor monitor well reading in excess of 4,000 units/ppm, or 1,500 
units/ppm for diesel storage tanks

• An increase in vapor levels of 500 units/ppm above background or 
historical levels
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Release 
Reporting

• While aboveground petroleum releases of less than twenty-
five (25) gallons need not be reported, they must be 
recorded by the owner or operator and cleaned up 
immediately.

• Any aboveground release of petroleum greater than twenty-
five (25) gallons.

• Any aboveground release of petroleum which is less than 
twenty-five (25) gallons, but cannot be contained and 
cleaned up within twenty-four (24) hours

Contractors Day | 11/21/25 



ALL known 
belowground releases 
in ANY quantity must 

be reported.
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Emergency 
Release

• Any releases requiring EMERGENCY corrective action must be reported 
IMMEDIATELY to PSTD at:

• (405) 521-4683 or 1-888-621-5878.
• After office hours, weekends, or holidays, calls must be reported to 

PSTD's emergency number at (405) 823-0994.
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Release Reporting
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If any of the possible, probable, or definite 
release conditions previously mentioned 
are not reported within twenty-four (24) 
hours, the owner/operator may be subject 
to enforcement action.

Reporting requirements DO NOT relieve 
the owner or operator of the responsibility 
to take corrective action as required to 
protect human health and the environment, 
including the containment and cleanup of 
spills and overfills that are not required to 
be reported.



Possible 
conditions to 
activate a 
release 
case
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Free product.

Contaminated groundwater and/or soil that exceed OCC 
action levels.

Organic vapor readings above background levels.

Actionable levels of petroleum staining or odors.

Any other indication that a release from a regulated 
petroleum storage tank system has occurred that is 
harmful to human health, safety or the environment.



Assessing 
Backfill

• Backfill material that is removed when an underground storage 
tank or associated piping is removed from the subsurface should 
be tested for BTEX and the appropriate TPH range

• Backfill should be sampled at a rate of one composite sample 
(composed of 10 grab samples) per 50 cubic yards of material

• After reviewing analytical results, PSTD will determine if 
concentrations of Chemicals of Concern are at levels that pose a 
threat to human health, safety and/or the environment, and if 
they should be removed.

• Expenses incurred in the removal and disposal, but not re-
excavation, of contaminated backfill and tankpit water may be 
reimbursable by the Fund only with written or documented verbal 
pre-approval from PSTD Technical staff.

• No soil, backfill material, or groundwater is to be removed from 
the site without prior PSTD approval and proper laboratory 
characterization unless otherwise directed by PSTD.
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Environmental 
Consultant 
License 
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Training

Education and/or Experience

Pass the Test



Training
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40-hour OSHA HAZWOPER 
Training

8-hour OSHA HAZWOPER 
Refresher (annually)

8-hour OSHA HAZWOPER 
Supervisor Training

16-hour RBCA Training



Education and/or Experience  
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A 4-year degree in Geology, 
Hydrology, Environmental 
Science, Environmental 
Engineering, Petroleum 
Engineering, Civil 
Engineering, Geologic 
Engineering, or an 
equivalent engineering 
degree; and at least 4 years 
of environmental experience 
with at least 2 years of 
experience at regulated 
petroleum storage tank 
facilities, OR

At least 7 years of 
environmental experience with 
at least 2 years of experience 
at regulated petroleum storage 
tank facilities



Test
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• Must pass an examination covering knowledge of industry standards, 
reference materials, laws and regulations, and that is approved by the 
PSTD.



ORBCA Overview

From ISCR  to Final Closure



Initial 
Response, 
Abatement, Site 
Characterization 
& Response 
(ISCR)

• (1) Data on the nature and estimated quantity of the release. 

• (2) Data from available sources and/or site investigations concerning the following 
factors:

• (A)Surrounding populations.

• (B) Water quality (regional).

• (C) Use and approximate locations of water wells, basements, storm cellars, and all 
subsurface crawl spaces potentially affected by the release within 330 feet from the 
source, and any wellhead protection delineations. 

• (D) Subsurface soil conditions.

• (E) Locations and depths of subsurface utilities and petroleum storage tank systems.

• (F) Climatological conditions. 

• G) Land use. 

• (H) Depth to and quality of groundwater (site-specific).

• (L) Latitude and longitude of the center of the tankpit to the nearest second. 

• (3) Results of the site check and/or the closure site assessment required by 165:29-3-65. 

• (4) Results of the free product investigations.
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Time 
Extension 
Request 
(TER)
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Time frames for submitting required reports and performing pre-
approved required tasks are established for a reason and provide for 
the timely and orderly performance of corrective actions. Future time 
extensions will only be granted for compelling reasons and must be 
submitted to the PSTD Project Environmental Analyst 48-hours prior to 
the due date for a report or corrective action task.

All requests must be submitted on company letterhead and include the 
Purchase Order Number, Purchase Order due date, reason for Time 
Extension Request, and the requested new due date for completion of 
approved corrective actions. Failure to timely submit required reports 
or perform pre-approved corrective actions may put the 
owner/operator in jeopardy of enforcement action. 

TERs should not be requested for a longer duration than originally 
granted by the PEA. Multiple TERs can be accepted for the same 
SOW if human health and safety are not affected, at the discretion of 
the PSTD.



ORBCA Wells OAC 165:29
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One (1) well must be installed in an 
apparent upgradient location to any known 
potential source at the site on or as close 
to the release as possible.

One (1) well must be installed in a location 
most likely to be contaminated. 

One (1) well must be installed in a location 
that will allow the determination of an 
accurate groundwater gradient. 

One (1) well must be installed in the 
direction of the nearest probable Point of 
Exposure either at the nearest property 
line or fifty feet (50') from the source of 
contamination, whichever is closer, or at 
another location as determined by PSTD. 



Organic Vapor Meter 
Screening

• Encase Core to minimize losses to volatilization
• Acetate Sleeve
• Aluminum Foil

• Heavy Duty
• Extra wide

• Plastic Wrap
• Screening should be conducted every foot

• Use hydrophobic filter
• Puncture core

• ~1 inch deep
• Move ~6 inches if core is split/broken

• Denser screening data can be utilized for sample site 
selection

• 6 inch spacing
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Analyticals

• ODEQ  Certified Laboratory

• Approved Analysis

• BTEX 

• 8260

• 8021

• TPH

• OK DEQ GRO

• OK DEQ DRO

• TX 1005
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MTBE

• OCC level of concern is 0.020 mg/L

• Low concentrations of MtBE in water may give the water a bad taste and 
odor, but this is very receptor-specific. 

• If there is a groundwater-ingestion receptor within one (1) mile of the source, 
the exposure point or waterwell, it must be sampled for MtBE. 

• Groundwater must be collected from the well that is the farthest from the 
source and closest to the groundwater exposure point (WSW) by EPA 
Method 8021.

• As this analytical method commonly produces “false positives” for MtBE, if 
the resulting level of MtBE exceeds 20 ug/L, a second analysis must be run 
by EPA Method 8260.
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Maps
• Groundwater Gradient Maps

• Groundwater elevation = Relative Top of casing 
(TOC) – Depth to groundwater (DTW)

• If free product is present – Elevation = (TOC –
DTW) + (~0.75 * Free Product Thickness)

• Chemicals of Concern Maps
• Correct data entry
• Correct contouring
• Readable
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Boring Logs & OWRB reports
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TIER 1A VS TIER 2

• Risk Based Screening Levels (RBSLs)

• The default Exposure Factors cannot be modified nor 
can degradation rates be used under a Tier 1A 
assessment.

• All water wells are treated as drinking water wells

• The Fate and Transport Parameters should be replaced 
by site-specific information obtained through site 
investigation/assessment. 

• Justification must be provided when any default Fate and 
Transport Parameters are modified. 
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• Site Specific Target Levels (SSTLs)

• Can modify Exposure Factors

• Previously identified irrigation wells can be updated as 
such.

• One objective of this investigation is to eliminate or confirm 
whether pathways to the various receptors identified in 
Tier 1A are complete.



Modified Tier 2
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Used when the only update is to update the RBSLs / SSTLs 
due to a justified removal of an exposure pathway

Report to include Sections 9, 10, and 11.  Possibly section 7 
if there is updated data that will be used in Sections 9, 10, & 
11. 



Water 
Supply 
Well 
Search
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ISCR - 330 Foot Search

Tier 1A – 660 Foot Search

Tier 1A - 0.5 OWRB records search



Geotechnical 
Samples

C
ontractors D

ay| 11/21/25



YAY MATH!
• Hydraulic gradient (I) (ft/ft)

Difference in water levels between 2 wells 

Distance between the same 2 wells

• Hydraulic conductivity (K) (cm/sec)

• Aquifer Pumping Test

• ASTM Method D5084-90

• ASTM Method D2434-68

• Grain Size Distribution

• Slug or Bail-down Tests

• Darcy Velocity = K*I
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K = cdx



Receptors & 
Pathways
• Surficial Soil

• 2 feet
• Construction worker scenario is ~5 feet, but can 

change if activities or utilities go deeper
• Sub-Surface Soil

• 2-10 feet
• Shallow Groundwater

• 10 feet or less
• Ingestion of Shallow & Deep Groundwater

• Current – All wells are drinking water wells in tier 1A
• Future - If the municipality allows the installation of 

new wells

Contractors Day | 11/21/25 



Current

Vs.

Future
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For carcinogenic effects, 
the OCC considers 1 x 
10-6 as the maximum 
allowable risk under 
current land use and 

activities.

For reasonable potential 
future complete exposure 

pathways, the OCC 
considers 1x10-4 as the 

acceptable risk level.



Tier 1A/2
Water Well Scenario

• Can change Geotech data to 
saturated zone

• Use Without Decay option

• Use Allowable Concentration at 
Source Results for Soil and 
Groundwater

• Irrigation Well For Tier 2 only

• Exposure Frequency 

120 days/yr

• Daily Water Ingestion Rate 0.33 
or 0.355 L/day
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Post Tier 1A / Tier 2 Case Actions

• Delineation

• Reduce Completed Exposure Pathways

• Monitoring

• Air monitoring

• Well plugging

• 3D Smear zone

• Remediation

• High Vacuum Extraction & Injection

• Remediation System

• Excavation

• Monitoring 

• Closure
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Reduce Completed Exposure Pathways
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Air / Vapor 
Monitoring

Water Well 
Sampling or 
Plugging



3D Smear 
Zone 

Analysis



Remediation - Vacuum Extraction & 
Injection

• Extractions
• Low Vacuum Extraction
• High Vacuum Extraction
• Slurping 

• Injections
• Surfactants

• Chemical Oxidants
• Microbes
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Remediation -
Remediation 
Systems

• Air Sparge

• Soil Vapor Extraction

• Surfactant Flush

• Free Product Removal

• Pump and Treat
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Remediation -
Excavation

It is important to test the soil before determining the cost of soil 
disposal. High hydrocarbon concentrations, high lead and other 
metals can make it both dangerous to remove the soil and difficult to 
find a disposal site. These criteria should be addressed during the 
investigation and before the remediation plan is completed. It may be 
necessary to conduct a direct-push investigation of the soil plume 
area to fully calculate the dimensions of the excavation.
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Public 
Notification

Upon confirmation that soil and/or groundwater contamination is above 
action levels, owners or operators must, at a minimum, notify adjacent 
or abutting property owners that have been, or may be impacted by the 
release. This notice should be made just after delineation of the release 
to Tier 2 risk levels or prior to a case closure based on Tier 1A modified 
RBSL's.
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For each confirmed release that requires remediation or closure by a risk 
assessment or Risk Based Corrective Action, the owner or operator must 
notify property owners that have been or may be impacted by the release.

The notices required must be given by certified mail/return receipt 
requested. Copies of the return receipts must be included in the Public 
Participation Report submitted to the PSTD. 

If no comments have been received within thirty (30) days of the receipt 
date of the certified mail notice letters required by paragraph (c) of this 
Section, then remediation or closure activities may commence.  Any public 
comments related to the proposed remediation or case closure must be 
submitted in writing to the OCC to the attention of the PSTD Project 
Environmental Analyst working on this case, whose name and address will 
be on the notice letter



FINAL CLOSURE
• Closure occurs when PSTD has determined that the 

appropriate risk levels have been achieved for both BTEX 
and TPH and monitored as remaining below the risk level 
for a period of time as directed by PSTD, or when PSTD 
has determined the case is eligible for closure under Risk-
Based Corrective Action.

• All monitoring and remediation wells must be 
decommissioned according to OWRB rules. Generally, this 
means overdrilling the entire well (casing, screen, grout 
and sand pack) and filling the hole with grout. 

• Provide evidence of proper decommissioning of 
equipment and corrective action materials.

• The final closure report will not be approved until all 
residual wastes have been disposed. 
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PST Corrective 
Action Portal
Receive help now!
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When entering information for a work plan or purchase order request, red text in this area indicates what fields must be completed or attachments required.
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Click here to print a copy of the draft report



PST Finder App

Find Facilities Quickly
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https://oklahoma.gov/occ/divisions/petroleum-storage-tank/pst-data-finder.html
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POU Project

What’s been done  & What’s to come
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POU Project Consultant List for SW0136M (Solicitation Number: EV00000603) as of 6/25/2025
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Updates

What you really have been waiting for…



Changes to Unit Cost Rates
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Injection Trailer rates -
An allowance of $1,500 

/ day for use of an 
approved controlled 

low-pressure injection 
trailer capable of mixing 

& keeping the 
amendment in solution 
while being injected. 

Added a Mileage input 
into the questionnaire 

for Drillers and Vacuum 
Trucks

CDL Vehicle - a new 
vehicle category has 

been added under the 
drop-down menu on the 
portal for mileage rates. 



Backup 
documentation for 

Mileage 
Phasing out the DOT 

Disposal Mileage 
Worksheet
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Out with 
the OLD



In with the 
NEW



Helpful 
Resources

• OCC website 
https://oklahoma.gov/occ/divisions/petroleum-storage-
tank.html

• Rules and Industry Standards
• Technical Forms
• ORBCA Guidance
• Field Sampling Guidance

• Continuing Education Units / Training – CLU-IN 
https://clu-in.org/training/

• ITRC’s website - https://itrcweb.org/

• Guidance Documents related to LNAPL, 
Petroleum Vapor Intrusion, Remediation, etc.
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Questions submitted prior to the 2025 Contractors Day 
(Some were addressed at the event, and some were not.) 

 
1. Can AI be incorporated into the ORBCA process? Based on the current State policy, 

we can not use AI on State-owned equipment. 
2. In recent months, the portal has become harder to search and review records. 

Sometimes the facility or case file will only yield limited records. Can you address 
this issue? Our software developers have been working on it and have fixed many of 
the issues. For a facility search that returns just 2 records, report the issue to Eric 
Houston or Terin Morris so it can be addressed. The PST Finder App is an alternative 
to accessing facility files. 

3. What is the policy for determining if a split case will be opened? PSTD may activate 
a release case for each “occurrence” based on information received or observed, 
such as analytical results, free product, vapor readings, etc. In OAC 165:29-1-11, the 
definition of an “Occurrence means the release of a PSTD-regulated substance into 
the soil or groundwater.  Each PSTD-regulated substance will be treated as one (1) 
occurrence regardless of the composition of the substance released. Separate 
occurrences of the same PSTD-regulated substance may be allowed if evidence 
establishes that the PSTD-regulated substance occurred in two (2) diƯerent tank 
systems locations, are separated by time, or both.”  

4. How is a determination made on when to open a split case?  I have several 
consultants who have requested a split case be opened due to high levels of DRO 
when the active case is for GRO and vice versa.  How do consultants know if they 
need to request a second case be opened? Do they have the authority to even 
request a split case be opened?  Any guidance is appreciated. See answer to 
question 3. If consultants want to suggest or recommend that an additional case be 
activated, they can email PSTD with their recommendation and rationale. PSTD will 
evaluate it and respond accordingly. 

5. What all is expected for $1500 modified Tier 2? Just update the Tier 1A worksheets 
that calculate SSTLs and justify pathways, or completely update the original Tier 1A? 
Typically, a modified ORBCA Tier 2 report includes updating Sections 9, 10, 11, and 
sometimes 7 from the ORBCA Tier 1A Report, along with an updated summary table 
of completed pathways and SSTLs. 

6. When are soil samples that are taken during a tank removal included as soil data for 
the facility in the ORBCA assessment? If the tank removal samples are taken within 
2 years of the ORBCA assessment? 5 years? Soil sample results from tank closure 



sampling may not be given as much weight as samples collected during the ORBCA 
assessment. 

7. Can we remove the sampling requirement for tank pit water since the OCC doesn’t 
consider the lab results in assessing the site for case activation? Although not 
typically considered when determining if a release case will be activated, PSTD 
believes results from sampling the tank pit water and the backfill from the tank pit 
during closure activities are important for determining disposal options or whether 
backfill materials may be returned to the tank pit. 

8. Are “As-Built” drawings of tank pit and product line placement required to be 
submitted to the OCC during installations? If they are required, in what year was this 
requirement established? It would save tank removers and line testers a lot of extra 
work in locating buried lines. If they are not required, maybe they should be? As-
builts are not required to be submitted. In approximately 2008, site maps were 
required to be submitted with new tank registrations. 

9. What is the process for requesting Unit Cost rate increases? Based on our 
experience, we need an immediate Per Diem increase from $184.50 to $220 to cover 
hotels and meals across the state. Could mileage and per diem increases be 
automatically implemented annually per the regional federal guidelines? 
https://www.gsa.gov/travel/plan-book/per-diem-rates Anyone can request a rate 
increase. PSTD will consider and evaluate any reasonable request. If a decision is 
made to change the rate, PSTD will work to implement it. Regarding per diem, for 
now, PSTD has decided to continue using the current unit cost. PSTD will consider, 
on a case-by-case basis, whether additional reimbursement is warranted if the 
consultant provides additional documentation (e.g., hotel receipts, etc.), but the 
reimbursement will not exceed federal guidelines. 

10. We would also like to request a 20% rate increase across all labor categories 
eƯective April 2026. PSTD increased all unit rates by 25% in April of 2022, so we will 
need additional justification before considering making changes at this time. 

11. What activities qualify the use of the following Unit Cost rates? Senior Hydrologist, 
Engineer. These job tasks are typically for highly qualified personnel performing 
design and/or oversight for complex tasks and may require additional justification, 
documentation, and/or pre-approval. 

12. Under what circumstances is it appropriate to propose a RAP and have it be 
approved? Typically, when it is necessary to propose a remediation system or 
performance-based remediation. 



13. Under what circumstances can a remediation design fee of 15% of the remediation 
cost be requested/approved? Currently, there isn’t an approved 15% remediation 
design fee in rule or guidance. 

14. How are OCC PSTD technical policy and procedure updates communicated 
internally? If memorialized in writing, could this be shared with the consulting 
community so the PEA’s can apply them consistently as well as the licensed 
consultants? PSTD’s rules, policies, and guidance documents can be found on the 
OCC PSTD website and/or on the Corrective Action Portal. 

15. How are air filter costs maintained once a case closes? Once a release case is 
closed, no additional costs are allowed. Air filters left at a site after a release case is 
closed would be a convenience for the site and shouldn’t be considered as ongoing 
remediation. 

16. Why are supporting invoices being requested for unit cost items? This has happened 
several times in the past few months. Depending on the circumstances, PSTD may 
require documentation to verify quantities, costs, etc. of any item being reimbursed. 
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