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Letters of
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Mannford Railroad Crossing Planning Project to Improve Basin Road Connection



 
French Thompson BNSF Railway Company 
General Director 
Public Infrastructure & Investments 
 

P. O. Box 961502 
Fort Worth, TX 76161-0052 
 

 
2600 Lou Menk Drive 
Fort Worth, Texas 76131-2830 

 (817) 352-1549 
 

 French.Thompson@BNSF.com 

 
 
 
 
September 23, 2024 
 
Amit Bose, Administrator 
Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Subject:  Letter of Support – Mannford Railroad Crossing Planning Project to Improve  
               Basin Road Connection 
 
 
Dear Administrator Bose, 
 
BNSF Railway supports efforts by the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) to secure federal 
discretionary funding under the 2024 Railroad Crossing Elimination (RCE) grant for the Mannford Railroad 
Crossing Planning Project to Improve Basin Road Connection project.  Funding for this project will advance 
planning efforts towards a crossing review in Mannford, Oklahoma on the BNSF Avard Subdivision. 
 
This project will study the Basin Road railroad crossing (DOT No. 673651V) north of State Highway 51 in 
Mannford, Oklahoma.  This is a choke point for all vehicular traffic accessing the peninsula on the west 
side of Keystone Lake, just outside of Mannford, Oklahoma. Trains stopped at this location can cause 
lengthy delays for travelers without an alternate route.  This project will advance planning activities to 
determine a safe, economic, and community centered approach to improving the crossing operation for both 
vehicular and railroad traffic.  This project will help to improve connectivity and mobility, safety, quality 
of life, rail resiliency, and reduce emissions in this disadvantaged rural Oklahoma community. 
 
BNSF values our working relationship with ODOT and is prepared to work with all involved public 
agencies on further development of this project, subject to satisfactory review of final engineering and 
entering into definitive agreements as may be required by BNSF or other project stakeholders. 
 
BNSF appreciates your thorough review of this application and looks forward to continuing its relationship 
with ODOT through this important project. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
French Thompson 
General Director – Public Infrastructure & Investments 



 

 
COMMITTEES: 
FINANCE  

ETHICS 
 INTELLIGENCE 

HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

 
 

 

JAMES LANKFORD 
OKLAHOMA 

 

316 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

(202) 224–5754 

 
 
 

September 20, 2024 
 
The Honorable Amit Bose 
Administrator of the Federal Railroad Administration 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590  
 
Dear Administrator Bose: 
 
I am pleased to write this letter in support of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation’s 
(ODOT) application for funding through the Railroad Crossing Elimination (RCE) grant 
program. The Mannford Railroad Crossing Planning Project to Improve Basin Road 
Connection, if awarded, will study alternatives to improve connectivity and mobility, safety, 
quality of life, and resiliency in rural Oklahoma. 
 
The Basin Road railroad crossing north of SH-51 in Mannford is a single choke point for all 
vehicular traffic accessing the peninsula on the west side of Keystone Lake. Trains stopped at 
this location can cause lengthy delays for travelers without an alternate route. This Planning 
Project consists of preliminary design activities to determine a safe, economic, and community 
centered approach to improving the crossing operation for both vehicular and railroad traffic. 
 
The proposed project will allow for the progression of a needed project in Northeast Oklahoma. 
It is vital that our nation invest in railroad infrastructure, particularly with at-grade crossings that 
can present safety and mobility challenges. The Mannford planning project seeks to address 
these issues by examining alternatives and conducting the necessary preliminary activities to 
improve the railroad crossing. A federal investment, combined with local contributions, will help 
increase safety and connectivity for residents in Mannford and the region.  
 
Thank you in advance for your strong consideration of ODOT’s application for funding through 
the Railroad Crossing Elimination (RCE) grant program. Please contact my office should you 
need any further assistance as you consider this important proposal. 
 
In God We Trust, 
 
 
 
 
James Lankford 
United States Senator for Oklahoma 
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“The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and 
effective transportation network for the people, commerce and communities of Oklahoma.”

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Office of the Executive Director 
Tim J. Gatz
200 NE 21st St.
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-1800

September 20, 2024

Amit Bose, Administrator
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Mannford Railroad Crossing Planning Project to Improve Basin Road Connection

Dear Administrator Bose,

On behalf of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT), I am pleased to present this application 
for Railroad Crossing Elimination (RCE) Program funds. We take pride in our mission “to provide a safe, 
economical and effective transportation network for the people, commerce and communities of 
Oklahoma” and this application has been developed in this spirit.

ODOT is committing $300,000 in non-federal funds of future eligible project costs as local match for the 
Mannford Railroad Crossing Planning Project to Improve Basin Road Connection, should it be selected 
for award of RCE grant funds.

Sincerely,

Tim J. Gatz
Executive Director
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Summary of Train Delay and Emissions Metrics- Synchro Traffic Modeling 

 Total trains during time period                
 1 train 1 train 7 trains 6 trains                
 Results below per one train event                

Train Delay Results AM PM Off Peak Day Off Peak Night Daily Total  
Yearly 
Total              

Total Delay (hr) 26.4 29.4 23.6 5.9 256.4 93586   <-------- This daily/yearly total is the total delay for all vehicles at all train events each day/year 

Total Delay/Veh (sec) 489.6 493 496.3 391 6802.7 2482986 690 
Hours 
Yearly <-------- This daily/yearly total is for a single vehicle if it were to get caught at every train event each day/year 

Fuel (gal) 8.4 9.3 7.4 2 81.5 29748   <-------- This daily/yearly total is the total delay for all vehicles at all train events each day/year 
HC Emissions (g) 40 65 46 5 457 166805   <-------- This daily/yearly total is the total delay for all vehicles at all train events each day/year 
CO Emissions (g) 966 1396 997 165 10331 3770815   <-------- This daily/yearly total is the total delay for all vehicles at all train events each day/year 
NOx Emissions (g) 75 121 79 16 845 308425   <-------- This daily/yearly total is the total delay for all vehicles at all train events each day/year 

                    
                    
Assumptions                    
A 27 minute event starting with a 20 minute train blocks. Allows time for the queue to dissipate               
Train blocks can last from ten minutes to forty five minutes so used an average of twenty minutes              
                    

Using publicly available volume information, peak hour, off peak day, and off peak night traffic volumes were estimated and analyzed 
using Synchro software for potential congestion from a 20 minute rail blockage. Delay and emissions from the software for each 

condition were averaged per train event, and accumulated to represent a typical days worth of train events. From a typical day, a year's 
worth of delay and emissions was extrapolated 

           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           

 



 

Synchro Traffic Modeling assuming a 20 minute delay, 4600 AADT 
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