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TITLE 317. OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY 
CHAPTER 30. MEDICAL PROVIDERS-FEE FOR SERVICE 

 
SUBCHAPTER 5. INDIVIDUAL PROVIDERS AND SPECIALTIES 

 
PART 3. HOSPITALS 

 
317:30-5-50.  Abortions 
(a) Payment of abortion related services is made only in those instances where there is no 
detectable heartbeat of the fetus, or if, in reasonable medical judgment, the SoonerCare member 
has a complicating condition that necessitates termination of the pregnancy to avert serious risk of 
substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily function, not including 
psychological or emotional conditions, or death.is made only for abortions in those instances where 
the abortion is necessary due to a physical disorder, injury or illness, including a life-endangering 
physical condition caused by or arising from the pregnancy itself, that would, as certified by a 
physician, place the woman in danger of death unless an abortion is performed, or where the 
pregnancy is the result of an act of rape or incest. SoonerCare coverage for abortions to terminate 
pregnancies that are the result of rape or incest are considered to be medically necessary services 
and federal financial participation is available specifically for these services. 

(1) For abortions necessary due to a physical disorder, injury or illness, including a life-
endangering physical condition caused by or arising from the pregnancy itself, that would 
place the woman in danger of death unless an abortion is performed, the physician must 
complete the Certification for Medicaid Funded Abortion and certify in writing that the 
abortion is being performed due to a physical disorder, injury or illness, including a life-
endangering physical condition caused by or arising from the pregnancy itself, that would 
place the woman in danger of death unless an abortion is performed. The patient's name and 
address must be included in the certification and the certification must be signed and dated by 
the physician. The certification must be attached to the claim. 
(2) For abortions in cases of rape or incest, there are two requirements for the payment of a 
claim. First, the physician must fully complete the Certification for Medicaid Funded 
Abortion. Second, the patient must have made a police report or counselor's report of the rape 
or incest. In cases where an official report of the rape or incest is not available, the physician 
must certify in writing and provide documentation that in his or her professional opinion, the 
patient was unable, for physical or psychological reasons, to comply with the requirement. 
The statement explains the reason the rape or incest was not reported. The patient's name and 
address must be included in the certification and the certification must be signed and dated by 
the physician and the patient. In cases where a physician provides certification and 
documentation of a patient's inability to file a report, the Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
(OHCA) will perform a prepayment review of all records to ensure there is sufficient 
documentation to support the physician's certification. 

(b) For abortions necessary to avert death or irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily 
function, the physician, must complete the Certification for Medicaid Funded Abortion and certify 
in writing that the abortion is being performed to avert death or irreversible physical impairment 
of a major bodily function. The patient's name and address must be included in the certification 
and the certification must be signed and dated by the physician. The certification must be attached 
to the claim.The OHCA performs a look-behind procedure for abortion claims paid from 
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SoonerCare funds. This procedure will require that this Agency obtain the complete medical 
records for abortions paid under SoonerCare. On a post payment basis, this Authority will obtain 
the complete medical records on all claims paid for abortions. 
(c) Prior to, or post payment, OHCA may perform a review of abortion related services. These 
reviews will require that the Agency obtain the applicable medical records.Claims for spontaneous 
abortions, including Dilation and Curettage do not require certification. The following situations 
also do not require certification: 

(1) If the physician has not induced the abortion, counseled or otherwise collaborated in 
inducing the abortion, and 
(2) If the process has irreversibly commenced at the point of the physician's medical 
intervention. 

(d) Claims for services related to fetal demise, including dilation and curettage, do not require 
the Certification for Medicaid Funded Abortion.Claims for the diagnosis incomplete abortion 
require medical review. The appropriate diagnosis codes should be used indicating spontaneous 
abortion, etc.; otherwise the procedure will be denied. 
(e) The appropriate diagnosis codes should be used; otherwise, the procedure(s) will be denied. 
 

 


